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LIPSCOMB QUESTIONING SPOTS
GOVERNMENT BOOK CONTROL
(M. FIOSMER (at the request ¢f My,

OUNCAN) was granted perimission to ex-

tend his remarks at this point in the

© .:corp and to include exiraneous mat-

o)
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1 article based on the percc‘)txve

' Conumnittee on Appropriations that part

CONGRESSTIONAL RECORD--HCUSE

guestioning by cur-colleague, the ,:e'xtle-
man from Californda WIr Liepsconssl of
USIA Director Ieonard Marks on the
subject of Goveinmaent-developed books.
The articie is as icilows:
GOVERNMENT BooK CONTAOL
' {By Geoffrey Wolfl, book ¢ditor of
the Wasnington Post)

. "Words arc loadct pistols,” says Sarire,
and official volees in this country have come
o {ully achknowledge thiis dictum. In the
montns before the 19C: clection, for exams

~ple, 18 of our 50 Scnators were working on
one or more DOOKS, mon: of which wouid be
shost-writien and )msh«.d under their

names, The publisii o perishh syndromc s
even more drevalent in ‘Lhc execltive branen:
we have had plateans of books and non-
wooks about tie Peate Corps, introduced by

sShrgent Shriver: the Defense Department has

cen endicssly chronicled, as have NASA, the
diplomatic corps, the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and the rest of tiie Establishment'’s in-
veresis.. A story often heard i Wasnington

. has President Kennedy looking alicad to the
1864 clection and huddling with his lieuten-
ants to come up with a campaign issue. In
one of the meetings, tne story gocs, he asked
17 there was anything of substance in Mi-
chnel Harringion's study of poverty, The
Gther America. Asswued that there was,
Heanedy called Zor memorandums, docu-
muents, and ideas, SBuhortly theres ter, pov-
ety books came forth by the dozens——many
written by persons who were part of or close
o the Administration. fagazine articles
wvllowed; silence and ignorance gave way to
publie clamor; an fssue was born, and the
Vor on Poverty bezan

«

In principle, there is nothing alarming
cout public oflicials generating books o

Iurther thieir political ideals and careers, In
'aotice, howcever, political expoediency has
-:::.de maony writers =0 arrogant that they
orn facts and ignore their duty vo lenrn
the reader's right to know. There is
nuchh evidence that books are uscd inereas-
mygly as’engines ol propaganda, that highly-
yaced persons are pire-censoring hooks they
fnd renellent or exnbarrassing, and that they
are commissioning ana controlling the writ-
ing of books without disclosing the facts of
sucly control. If we Delleve thas truth has
a more exclusive ciaim to our attention than
wartial {ruth or falsenhood, and if we belicve
ot openness and disclosure of the circums-
clances surrounding tae writing, publishing,
~ud marketing of a book are requisites of a
frec access to ideas, then we must be alarmed
nt the sham, illegality, and indircction that
iiave infeected mwuchh of what is sold as ob-
jective reality. )

Recently, for example, Mr, George Carver
wrote for the highly respected periodical
Morcign Affairs an article supporting our offi-
rinl policy toward North and South Viect

Nam.  Mr.
crucial information was nbdbt related by For-
cign AjJairs., Worse, 1t is possible it was not
ziven o the magazine., It is illegal for the
C.I.A. to operate as an intelligence-gathering
Jor intelligence~dissetninating organization {n
the United States. The same resirictions ap-
ply vo U.S.I.A,, which is bound to confine it-
self to propaganda activities abroad. Yet its
. officers admitted several months ago in hear-
ings vefore a subcommitice of «the House

P\’.A

j"llf .

the acuivity of its “Book’ Development Pro-
gram'’ has been thl, secret production of
manuseripts, published by private companies
which the U.S.IA. subs;dxzes and sold in this
country without any government imprimaiur
or other acnhowlcdgment of the. circums-
s’mnccs of their origin,

ed Harris, appearing before the subcom-
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these books: “We control the. things from the

Carver is with the C.I.A. but this’
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merciricious; \th.u is cerwsin is ¢
16y tell the reader what he smc.;, wa
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inow: that t“cy arc works whieh the US. LA,

admits would never have been written wit
out Government support and would not have
been released by o commercial publishing
house without suusidization—eitner because’
they were unwortay of publication or they
were ynmarkesable.

Leonnrd Marks, director of U.SI.A., and
Ben Posner, assistant director, were (uos
ticnied avout the Book Development Progrun
by Congressman Gienard Lipscomad (R.-Cal.y.
Portions of the exchange fcllow:

“Mr, Lipscomb: Want were the books
were developed in the 1966 [sie] fiseal
Book Develomiient Program?

"Mz, Posner: In “sm‘ year 1985 there were
four boolks that were developed., Tie Ladder
Dictionary by Joan R. Shaw, The Sword and

thas
year

. the Plow by Ralph Siater, President Wennedy

in Africa ty Robert Marvshall, The Truth
About the Dominican Repubdlie by Joy Mal-
lin , , . We¢ will be pleasca to make this in-
formation available w the committee. IZe-
cause it has not been owr policy to make our
support known in conneetion with these
items, the material that I nave is not Ior the

recore, dMx, Chalrman. .

“Mr, Lipscomb: Do I 1..uerstand that this
list is considered as ciassiuied?
Mr, Posner: In the sencse that we have
in the past divulged the Government's
nection wivh i, yes sir,
“Mr. Lipscomb: Are any of these books on
vhis classified list distributed and sold with-
in the United Staves?
“Mr, Posncr: I believe that they arve:
“Mr, Marks: In other words, we assist.
At this juncturc Mr. Marks agreed to put
n the reecord the titles of the books and the
cost, $00,258, of commissioning Manuseripis
and supporiing tae publication of books
commissioned by private publishers. The
..Mn.»ycr wiio buys one ol these books pavs
for it three times : Ge pays '0 have it written;
he pays to have 1t publisiicd; a.nd he pays its

cetail price av tn.‘; LeGKsLose, e also poys Lo
suppo.., & Govc:‘ SNEnt .nt‘mg Ofiice which
could publish and sell the book at a {racton
of its cost as preauced privately and sccrotiy.
But Mr. Marks in later testimony expiained
why books under Goverament imprimaeiur
are not uscful to the purposes of U. 8. 1. A,

“Mr. Lipscomb: Wony is it wrong to let the
American peopie know when they buy and

not
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yes.
J

read the Look tnat it was developed under

Government sponsorship?

“Myr, Marks: It minimizes their [sic] vaiue,

“Mr. Lipscomb: Why s it not a good policy
to maintain the same ground rules that you
maintain with motion pictures with news-
paper storics and 4o your work just for over=
seas and make it a policy that these books
that are prepared under your supervision
and prepared with taxpayers' money are not
for distribution witain the United States?

“Myr, Marks! ... Where an audience over-
scas reads a book with the label of the U.S,
Government they look upon it in a particu-
lar manner. Wiere they read a book ithat is
nublished in the United States and we dis-
trivute iv they ook upon it differently, as
the expression ol thie author. It is thie ex-
wression of the author, it is not our expres-
sion. We did not \vrx:c that book., We
nierely bought coples and helped Lo dis-
tribute it. But if we say this in our book,
then the author is a Govornmcnt employcee,
in effect.”

Of course thie author {s & Government cm-
ployec—in fact, not in eficct. He does o
chore at the order and to the reguirenients
of the Government. Further, his work is
then publishcd under the copyright of a

ﬂmg@g@@?&_ﬁmugh Scction 8 of
the Copyr:*nt Laws says that any work pro-
duced by & Government employce within tie
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